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SHARKS — BEACH ENCLOSURES 

1034. Ms L. METTAM to the Premier: 
Can the Premier please update the house on the government’s beach enclosure initiative, and specifically on 
what is being done in Dunsborough, Busselton and Albany? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 

I thank the member for Vasse for the question. There is no doubt that, as summer approaches, a large proportion 
of the population is nervous about the threat of shark attacks. When Western Australia had seven fatalities in 
three years, that was unprecedented in our history. Interestingly, over the past few months there have been more 
shark attacks on the east coast, in New South Wales and in Queensland, so it is not a problem unique to this state 
by any means. Although it might be anecdotal, I am very much of the view that the number of sharks has 
increased dramatically in recent years. The cause of that is unknown, but it is certainly the view of professional 
fishermen who repeatedly tell me about it. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I had hoped members opposite would be more supportive of what the government is doing 
putting beach enclosures in place to provide safe swimming areas, and therefore making people comfortable in 
enjoying the beach. Last summer, the first of the enclosures funded by the state government was installed in the 
member for Vasse’s electorate at Dunsborough. It was an outstanding success. If members have not seen it, 
I suggest they go and have a look. It stretches 100 metres out from the beach and is 300 metres long. It is a large 
area, in which people can do open water swimming and feel that they are not in any danger of shark attack. That 
is encouraging people to swim, exercise and enjoy our beautiful beaches. Given the success of that enclosure, 
a decision was made to provide additional funding for a swimming enclosure at Busselton. That was installed 
last week, I understand, in time for this year’s summer. Two perfectly safe swimming areas at Busselton and 
Dunsborough are now in place. In last year’s budget — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members, this is unnecessary. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I find it funny that the Leader of the Opposition sniggers, because Rockingham would 
actually be a good location for an enclosure. 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: In the budget earlier this year, we allocated two further amounts of $200 000 each for 
a shark enclosure at Middleton Beach in Albany. I am very pleased that the City of Albany is progressing that 
project. I think tenders closed either today or yesterday. The city will award a contract, and that will be installed. 
At best, that would be at the end of this summer—more likely in place for next summer. Middleton Beach has 
more wave activity than either Dunsborough or Busselton, so that will be a test of the effectiveness in slightly 
rougher water. 

Mr P.B. Watson interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I would have thought that the member for Albany would support that. 

Mr P.B. Watson: I did say “congratulations”. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Albany, we note your congratulations. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The member for Albany criticises everything this government does in Albany. 

Mr P.B. Watson: I just said congratulations! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: There he goes again. 

Mr P.B. Watson: You’ve got a problem. Can you explain it to him. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Albany! Thank you, member for Albany! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The member for Albany criticised the hospital, criticised the Anzac centenary and 
criticises everything down there, so I am glad he supports this. 

Mr P.B. Watson interjected. 
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The SPEAKER: Member for Albany! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I am pleased that the Albany council is progressing with this project; it will be a great 
addition to Albany for local residents and visitors. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The final offer was made to the City of Joondalup for Sorrento. It has yet to make 
a decision on that. I understand the City of Joondalup believes that it should be a larger shark enclosure, so we 
are prepared to look at that. I certainly urge the City of Joondalup to get on with it. We had hoped that the 
shark enclosure would be in place this summer. Sorrento Beach conditions are rougher than they are at either 
Middleton Beach or the other sites, but it is a good place to have a safe swimming area in the northern suburbs of 
Perth. At its own expense, the City of Cockburn has installed one in Cockburn. Good on it, but we will continue 
this policy of building safe swimming enclosures where it is practical, and that will be obviously at beaches that 
are comparatively calm. 
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